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Have you ever had the chore of companies where product manuals 
reviewing a long contract or docu- are constantly updated, 
ment to look for changes made bv Here’s where ComDareRite 
another party? If so, you know how shines: *■"* “ 

tedious and time-consuming it can ✓ When several people make 
be. Now, with a $99.95 program revisions to the same material and 
fro m JuriSoft Inc. of Ca mbridge, the results need to be merged to¬ 
gether in a hurry. In legal offices, 

K |——-— this may be done as a 
ftk. courtesy to clients or 

opposing counsel. 

'Jl ^ When changes 

ifjjg need to be made at dif- 

'WQ&W ferent times. You can 

use several display for- 
Rif mats simultaneously. 

For instance, all addi¬ 
tions to a given docu¬ 
ment can be italicized, 
Wl while deletions are 

shown in brackets. This 
way, an ongoing record 
of revisions can be seen. 

When preparing books, news¬ 
papers or technical documents. 
Changes made by editors and 
proofreaders can be instantly com¬ 
pared to the original. 

But CompareRite has a negative 
side. It only catches changes to the 


text. It ignores changes for new 
spacing, tabs, margins or columns. 
Also, word wrapping and page 
numbering will be thrown off by all 
the extra notes made by the pro¬ 
gram in the text. This makes it al¬ 
most impossible to see any esthetic 
changes in the way the new docu¬ 
ment appears on the printed page. 

Another limitation is that while 
CompareRite claims that the pro¬ 
gram is easy for novices to use, it 
can get rather complicated. If you 
give a document that’s been “red- 
lined” with CompareRite to some¬ 
one unfamiliar with the program, 
they may need a lengthy explana¬ 
tion of what was included in brack¬ 
ets, what was highlighted, etc. 

CompareRite works with a vari¬ 
ety of word processing programs 
commonly used in business set¬ 
tings, including Microsoft Word, 
WordPerfect and WordStar. I 
found the manual to be clear and 
easy to understand. 

How does the program compare 
with other similar-function pro¬ 
grams? This one is among the best 
I’ve seen. Other more expensive 


programs such as ForComment — 
$195 for the single-author version 
or $995 for up to 16 reviewers — 
allow different people’s comments 
to be added to a document and 
identified separately, so that just 
one person then reviews every¬ 
one’s comments and summarizes 
the changes. ForComment’s ap¬ 
proach is different, and has a num¬ 
ber of pros and cons. I’ll compare 
it with CompareRite next week. 

Should you buy CompareRite for 
just occasional use? No, it’s proba¬ 
bly not worth the trouble. But in 
law offices and other business situ¬ 
ations where documents are com¬ 
pared every day — and where 
thousands or hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of dollars might depend on 
every comma and period — it’s in¬ 
dispensable. 


ments quickly on your 
IBM PC or PC-compat¬ 
ible computer. 

Dubbed the “instant 
redliner,” Compare¬ 
Rite allows you to see 
all changes made at a 
glance, either on the 
screen or printed out. 
The changes can be 
displayed in whatever 
format you find most 
readable 


italics, Q . 
boldface, in brackets or 
even in color if you have a color 
monitor. 

Obvious candidates for Com- 
jareRite are law firms and legal 
lepartments of corporations where 
revisions and additions to con- 
racts and other documents are 
:ommonplace. It’s also ideal for 
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